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JOLIET ONCE SHUNNED
THE TAG ‘PRISON TOWN’
BUT NEW TOURISM
" PLANS SHOW TIMES
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The idea behind the spot
being carved out ofa parking lot
next to the prison is that travel- e e e .
ers have an interestin the place. B ; SLone structures io
But right now there’s really no ' - St '
spot to stop and check out the
prison without worrying that
someone will chase you away.

The visitors bureau is aiming
ata date sometime in J uly for an
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7 bel that 1oca1 civic
leaders once shunned as they
worked to reshape Joliet’s
image.

Maybe the image has been
reshaped — or at least broad-
ened enough that the city doesn’t
feel compelled to hide its prison
past.

“It’s amazmg how famous our
prison is,” Lantka said, noting
the phone calls she gets from
travelers who want to see it. “It’s

time that we start claimingitas

e prrson itselfstillis owned
by the state and closed to the
pubhc

‘But the city of Joliet has a
partnership agreement with a
private developer who hasaplan
to buy the prison and convert it
to a mixed use of museum,
stores and condos.
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The Joliet Prison “is very the place, Kostner said. - Comment on this story.

unique,” said Jan Kostner, direc- Plus, “it’s hard to say, butitis www.heraldnewsonline.com




